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Only a few weeks in office, the new Italian government coalition of far-right Northern League 

and the eurosceptic Five Star Movement is shaping the racist narrative against Roma in Italy by 

promoting antigypsyist actions and continuing to engage in hate speech. As European Roma 

and pro-Roma civil society we strongly condemn the unconstitutional proposal of Interior 

Minister Matteo Salvini to establish a census for Roma in Italy and ask the Italian government to 

uphold the rule of law and democratic values.  

It is now time for the European institutions, civil society organisations and all citizens believing 

in democracy and human rights to speak up, recognize the nature and the cause of hate speech 

directed towards Roma and push for the enforcement of the existing legal mechanisms of the 

European Union. 

Even though the proposal for a census of Roma and for expulsion all non-Italian Roma is clearly 

against the law and has already been retracted by his government, Salvini counts on the 

support of a large percentage of the population and successfully uses antigypsyism to increase 

his voter base. Sadly, hate speech by Italian politicians is on the rise and is not a new 

phenomenon, especially among members of the Northern League.  

The mayor of Treviso in 2015 said that it is best “to dress Roma up as rabbits so the hunters will 

shoot at them”. In 2017, Mara Bizzotto declared on 8th of April, the International Roma Day, 

that “we should rather commemorate the victims of Roma’s felonies” [instead of Roma victims 

of genocide]. Just a few days ago, Italian League member MEP Danilo Oscar Lancini argued 

against future Roma related EU policies and funding in the European Parliament since “Roma 

do not want to be integrated”. 

80 years ago Europe has experienced a similar narrative and we all know the consequences.  

This is why we ask the European institutions and the broader public to act responsibly and not 

only stand by and watch. Everybody should condemn this racist act. The European institutions 

must make use of the available mechanisms and start penalizing hate-speech against all groups. 

The European Commission needs to launch an infringement procedure against this Italian 

government concerning Roma people’s housing situation, which we have been calling for 

several years. There is no justification for Salvini’s antigypsyist acts and statements. 



 

It is a high time to join our forces and fight antigypsyism because the future of our 

society is at stake. Europe must start defending its core values and stand up for our 

right to live in a racism-free society. 

 

Supportive organisations  

European Roma Grassroots Organisations (ERGO) Network, Federación de Asociaciones Gitanas 
de Cataluña (FACIG), Catalunya, European Roma Rights Centre, Roma Education Fund, 
European Public Health Alliance 

Roma Active Albania – IRCA, Albania – Roma Women Rights Centre, Albania - Roma Versitas, 
Albania - T'REJA Centre, Albania - Integro Association, Bulgaria - Equal opportunities Initiatives 
Association, Bulgaria - RSC, Bulgaria - "Slantse za vseki" association, Peshtera, Bulgaria - Ethnic 
minorities health problem foundation, Bulgaria - Roma solidarity - Petrich, Bulgaria - National 
Health Mediators Network, Bulgaria - LIDER Association, Blagoevgrad - Bulgaria- RAKO 
association, Sliven, Bulgaria - Roma-Lom Foundation, Bulgaria - Federación de Asociaciones 
Gitanas de Cataluña, Catalunya - Slovo 21, Czech Republic - Vzájemné soužiti/ Life Together, 
Czech Republic - Awen amenca, Czech Republic - La Voix des Rroms, France – Zentralrat 
Deutscher Sinti und Roma, Germany - Amaro Drom, Germany - Amaro Foro, Germany - 
RomaVersitas Foundation, Hungary - Equality, Serbia - Advancing Together, Kosovo – Voice of 
Roma, Ashkali and Egyptians NGO, Kosovo - Roma Community Centre, Lithuania – Romano 
Avazi, Macedonia - RRoma, Macedonia - Romaversitas, Macedonia - Asociatia CRIS, Romania - 
Human Catalyst, Romania - Nevo Parudimos, Romania - Policy Center for Roma and Minorities, 
Romania - Roma Advocacy and Research Centre, Slovakia – Kale Amenge, Spain - Associació 
Joves Gitanos de Gràcia, Spain - Zero Discrimination, Turkey - Kaskosan, UK -  

Individuals: Ognyan Isaev, Roma journalist, Bulgaria - Alexandra Raykova, expert of ROMACT 
programme, Bulgaria - Yordan Tankovski, expert of ROMACT programme - Bulgaria 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Gabriela Hrabanova, ERGO Network Director, g.hrabanova@ergonetwork.org, +32 2 893 10 49  

 

The European Roma Grassroots Organisations Network (ERGO) brings together over 25 (pro) 

Roma grassroots organisations from across Europe to empower communities, fight 

antigypsyism and achieve equal citizenship. 

www.ergonetwork.org  
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